Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management Meeting

Meeting Minutes
October 22, 2020 Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Working Group via ZOOM

Present: See Attachment A
Next meeting: November 5, 2020, 10am
Prepared by: Chelsey Hahn, DEEP

I. Call to Order and Announcements
The meeting began at 10:00am

Co-chairs Matt Knickerbocker First Selectman, Bethel, CT and Diana McCarthy-Bercury, Sustainability &
Compliance Office, Branford, CT provided welcoming remarks, shared that the Connecticut Coalition for
Sustainable Materials Management (CCSMM) webpage now has the slides from the previous meeting,
introduced the speakers and highlighted the request for comments and solutions and requested the
working group members to review the responses. Chris Nelson, DEEP, provided housekeeping updates
about the new zoom platform for this meeting and all meetings going forward.

Il. Committee Reports
The working group members heard the following presentations:

Jennifer Heaton-Jones, Housatonic Resources Recover Authority (HRRA) covered the cost of household
hazardous waste collection events and the challenges of reaching all the households, including the
timing of the events and posing the question of “what happens to the material folks are not bringing in”
- only 4% of the population in her region participates in these collection events. She also covered how
the Paintcare program has benefitted CT municipalities, application of EPR for Household Hazardous
Waste (HHW).

Lori Vitagliano, Regional Water Authority, spoke about HazWaste Central, the first permanent
household hazardous waste collection center, open from May-October. Lori also covered Propane tank
and gas cylinder recycling challenges they have and residential uncertainty around disposal options.
Suggested EPR programs for gas cylinders.

Marjaneh Zarrehparvar, Paintcare, CT Paint Stewardship Program presented on the creation of the paint
EPR program in Connecticut and throughout the country and how a program like this could be replicated
for other products. The presentation also touched on fees and funding for EPR programs and how the
industry can participate in the design and management of these programs as well as key elements for
successful EPR programs.



Ill. Roundtable

There was opportunity for Q&A of the panelists. Working group members were interested in more
details around the cost, fees, and the logistics of the Paintcare program. Additional questions cover how
a town would set up a Paintcare program at their transfer station and about e-waste programs and the
mattress recycling program. The working group members also were seeking information about EPR laws
and also support for marketing ad social media for Paintcare and other HHW programs at the municipal
level. Also discussed were the challenges and issues to starting Paintcare, from legislation to program
implementation. The presenters also addressed the funding and revenue of EPR programs; and
challenge materials including packaging and tires. The co-chairs encouraged working group members to
identify challenging materials that may be good for EPR programs for the future.

IV. Public Comment

Members of the public were asked to use the “chat” feature or the “raise hand” feature to indicate if
they wanted to make a comment.

A comment came in about packaging being a broad topic; and why EPR programs include all packaging
types and are not broken into many programs. Tom Metzner, DEEP, spoke to eco-modulation fees.

A question proposed different costs to the manufactures about types of fees possibly related to types of
packaging.

V. Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 11:46am
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